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| On the late 
C ©: N' DU E 
OF OUR | 


F leet in the Mediterranean. 
q D EAR 8 1 R, 


kind Letter of the 2d inſtant, and ſee you 

* concur in Opinion with me, that our late 
IIl- ſucceſs in the Mediterranean could ariſe from 
no other poſſible Cauſe or Motive but mere 


I H av the Honour to receive your very 


downright Cowardice. This I take to be the 


gencral Sentiment of the whole Kingdom. 
How the News was receiv'd in London I can't 
ſay ; but do aſſure you, in all this Part of the 
Nation, People of all Parties, Ranks, and De- 


grees, were quite ſtunn d and knock d down. 


Their Minds, in general, were never before ſo 
deeply affected with any National Loſs or Ca- 
lamity as at this mo? ſhameful and cowardly Af- 
fair: As there is no Charge can ever be 


brought on the Exgliſp Nation ſo infamous and 
A 2 | deteſtible 


: IS] 

deteſtible as that of Cowardice, eſpecially in our 

Navy, on the Bravery and Condugt of which 

our very Being and Exiſtence, as a Nation, de- 

pends. 
VoLTaAIRE muſt certainly by allow'd to be 

a good Judge of the preſent Political Syſtem 

of Government in all the European Nations. 

He tells us plainly, that within theſe 50 Years 


. paſt the Syſtem of Government in moſt Nati- 


ons is in great meaſure alter'd and changed, 
and that, during this Tract, their Trade, Ma- 
nufactures, and Navigation, have increas'd to 
a ſurpriſing and aſtoniſhing Degree; and that 
henceforward vaſt and great Land Armies will 


not be deem'd ſo juſt and neceſſary as they have 


formerly been; and that, as the Cafe now 
| ſtands, the Diſputes are Who ſhall be Maſters 
at Sea; and that whatever Power can maintain 
Superiority at Sea muſt, and will, according 
to the natural Courſe and Reſult of ee 
ſoon gain a Superiority on Land. 

Voltaire's Opinion has a good deal of Wei ht 
with me; — eſpecially when I conſider the 


France, and many other Nations, may remain 


and exiſt without having the Superiority at Sea. 


But in England the Caſe is vaſtly different. 
The Moment we loſe our Dominion of the 


Sea, we ceaſe to exift. We can no longer be 


a Nation of Free People. We at once give up 
. our moſt holy Religion, Laws, and Liberties, 
which our Anceſtors have handed down to us 
facred and inviolable, at an amazing Expence 
of Blood and Treaſuze, g 


— 


| Conſider, 


3 

Conſider, my dear Friend, that within 8 
Hours Sail of us there ſtands a Great and 
Mighty Prince, poſſeſs d of a vaſt Tract of 
Land in Europe and America; an Abſolute and 
Tyrannical Prince, the ſole and uncontroulable 
Lord and Maſter of the Lives and Properties 
of 17 or 18 Millions of People in Europe only, 
and all even at our own Doors, ſeparated from 
us only by a little Arm of the Sea. Conſider 
likewiſe that this Prince is prompted by Inter- 
eſt, Inclination, and Revenge, and by every 
other Motive that can influence the Human 
Mind to ſeek our Ruin and Deſtruction. 

This being the Caſe, what are we to do 
next? I will tell you plainly. We muſt then 
become humble Supplicants to ſome proud and 
haughty Prieſt to intercede with the Grand 
Monarch for Leave to tranſport our Selves, our 
Wives, and Children, to ſome of the wild & 
inhoſpitable Regions of Africa or America : 
For ' when Religion, Laws, and Liberties, are 
gone, none but Slaves and Cowards would ſtay 
behind. True Engliſemen could not bear the 
doleful Sight. 

In the "Cloſe of your Letter, Sir, you are 
pleas'd to ſay, © I agree with you, that thoſe 
« ſuppoſed Cowards --- (for I will not abſo- 
< lutely pronounce them ſuch until they have 
* been Try'd by a proper and legal Court of 
« Judicature)-- deſerve to be puniſh'd with 
the utmoſt Severity of the Law; but this I 

« never. expect to ſee, when I conſider, that 


„ the Admirals, Captains, and other Officers, 


« in 


L 6 | 
s in this Fleet, are Perſons of conſiderable 
Rank and Fortune, and alſo that they ar 
« allied to, and connected with, ſome very 
* Great F amilies; and Ueſdre I fear' that 
<« ſome political Reaſons may influence our 
55 Miniſtry to paſs it over with very Feile No- 
« tice or Obſervation.” 
This Paragraph in your Letter ſhock 'd me to 
a great Degree, almoſt equal to the firſt News 
of our Fleet's flying before the French; and 
the more ſo as I very well know you have no 
{mall Share in the primrary Operations of Go- 
vernment, and therefore may have ſome Rea- 
ſons for this Suggeſtion. 

I aſſure you J have as great a Regard for our 
preſent King, his Family, his Government, 
and even for his preſent Miniſtry, as any Man 
can or ougat to have. As to our preſent Mi- 
niſters, 1 regard and eſteem them very highly, 
well knowing they have all one general Point 
in View, u. The real Honour, Reputation, 
and Welfare, of His Majeſty and his Subjects. 

Conſider, dear Sir, the Nature and peculiar 
Circumſtances of chill Tranſaction, and the 
dreadful Conſequences that may poſſibly attend 
u. The _ Eyes and Attention of all Europe 
were upon. this Fleet. It ſcarce enter'd into 

the Head of any Man to conceive but what 
the Prench 4 inſtantly fly the Moment 

ours was got into the Mediterrancan; or, if 
they thou? have Courage to face them, they 
gl fall a facrifice to the Courage and Bra- 


N our Sea-Officers 21 * and there- 
5 * 
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by the important Iſland of Minorca be at onee 
ſecured. 
But how did all Europe ſtand. ca 108 
confounded, when they came to ſee our Fleet 
flying before them, after firing a few random 
Shot at a Diſtance. For it can with no Propri- 
ety be deem'd as a Batrle or an Action. Moſt 
certainly they had every Motive that could in- 
fluence the Mind of Man to act boldly and 
bravely, as they were equal, if not ſuperior, to 
the French, both in Number of Ships, Guns, 
and Men. The Account given us of this 
Tranſaction by a famous Officer of this Fleet 
18 amazing, and ridiculous to the laſt Degree, 
and carries in it the moſt plain and indubitable 
Marks of Cowardice. Every Letter, every 
Word, every Syllable, in it betrays a moſt da- 
ſtardly and cowardly Spirit. I wiſh from the 
Bottom of my Soul it never had been printed, 
as it fixes an eternal Brand of the moſt deteſti- 
ble Infamy and Cowardice on the Britiſb Nati- 
on and Nayy, which will continue as long as 
Sun and Moon ſhall endure. __ 

The Officers in this Fleet could not look on 
it as a common Sea Fight. They muſt know, 
that by this ſhameful Retreat Minorca moſt 
he would be loſt, and our brave General 
and his Soldiers cut to pieces by a cruel and re- 
vengeful Enemy, and would naturally lead us 
into a Spaniſh War, and thereby be obliged to 
encounter with Two very powerful Nations, 
unaided and unaſſiſted by any Mortal upon 
Earth ; ;-= beſides the great Los of our Spaniſh 

| _ 
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Trade, which is of no ſmall Importance te 
this Kingdom ; yea, in ſuch a Situation; we 
ſhould find ourſelves under a Neceſſity of mort- 
gaging our Perſons, our Lands, and Generati- 
ons yet to come, to diſcharge the many addi- 
tional Millions of Money that may attend this 
moſt deteſtible Conduct. . 
Iheſe, Sir, are no Chimera's, but the na- 
tural Reſult and Conſequences of this fatal Af- 
fair. This is moſt obvious and plain, and muſt 
be ſeen and known to every Officer in the Fleet: 
And one might reaſonably have expected this 
Conſidęration alone would have rais d and ani- 
| mated their Spirits, and have induced them to 
haue fought with that Courage and Bravery for 
which the Engliſb Nation has (till now) been 
ſo very remarkable. What grieves me to the 
very Soul is, when I confider that our Annals 
mult diſcover to Generations yet to come, that 
this infamous Affair happen'd in the Reign of 


* k 


GEORGE II. = 

As Jam no Lawyer, I can't pretend to de- 

termine what Puniſhment may be aſſign'd to 
© theſe ſuppoſed Criminals; for I will not (as you 
very judiciouſſy obſerve) pronounce them real- 
-ly fo, till they have been convicted by a proper 
and legal Court of Judicature. But, on exami- 
ning our Antient Hiſtories and Records, I find 
it, 1 the concurrent Opinion of our Civilians, 
That wilful and deliberate Caardice, either in 
the Army or Navy, is puniſhable, not only 
with Death, but preſent and immediate Death; 
that is, as ſoon as a proper Court can be af- ' 


* 


155 


ſembled: Of n I could produce many In- 
{tances; but, however, ſhall mention but one 


in the Reign of the late Queen Anne. 


. Kirby and Wade, each Commanders of Sixty- | 
gun Ships, refuſed to fight under the brave 
Admiral Bembo in the Weſt-Indres; for which 


they were try'd: by a Court-Martial at Jamaica. 


Theſe two Cowards made a very ſorry Defence, 


which they reduced to three ſeparate Heads: 


Firſt, They alledged that the French Fleet 
was equal to theirs, both in Number of Ships, 
Men, and Guns; and conſequently that it was 
imprudent and impolitick in their Admiral to- 


attack them. 


Secondly, That to 3 the French Fleet | 


on a Foot of Equality was inconſiſtent with that 


Concern and Regard they ought to have for the 


Preſervation and Safety of Her Majeſty's Ships, 
and the Lives of her Officers and Sailors. 
Thirdly, That they fired as many Guns as 
any other Ship in the Fleet had done. 
The Tryal laſted Four Days: The Court- 


Martial gave em a very. deliberate Hearing, 
and ſhew'd them the utmoſt Indulgence and- 
fair Play, and 8 came to the following Re- 


ſolution: | 
Firſt, That for. a an En 85 5 Ship or Ships to 


refuſe to fight the French becauſe they were on 


a Foot of Equality, was no more nor leſs than 
wilful and dehberate Cowardice. 

. Secondly, | That the Concern and Regard N 
oy pretended to have had for the Preſervation 


» "Oe of — 9 8 Ships, and the Lives 
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of her Officers and Sailors, was ſo ridiculous as 
to merit no Reply: That this Fleet had been 
fitted out in Exgland by Her Majeſty's ſpecial 
Command to engage Monſ. Da Caſ, who had 
almoſt ruin d the Trade in that Part of the 
World by a vaſt Number of Captures; and 
that if Her Majeſty had been afraid to hazard 
her Ships or Men, ſhe would have kept them 
at home, and Hot have fent them out to en- 
gage ſuch an Experienced Admiral as $ Monhcur 
Du Caſs was known to be. 

" Thirdly, They all acknowledged, that 
might 40 fired tlie Niinher de Guns oy 
pretended to have done : But it appear'd, by 
_ ſome Scores of Sailors on board their own 

, And by all the Sailors in the Fleet, that 
during the whole Engagement they were more 


than 3 Miles Altan from the Enemy; not- 
ichtan dg the re Signals of the Ad- 
mral, and who at ſent his own Boat on 


board them, with Orders for them to bear 

down on the Enemy; which, it appear'd, 

Mr a. cafily have done 1 in little more than 
af an Hour. 


Theſe Reſolutions being agreed to; - the 
Court proceeded inſtantly to the definitive Sen- 
tence, viz. Thas the 0 Wade and Kirby had 
been guilty of coiful and deliberate Cowardice, as 
well as 4 miſt notorious Breach and Violation of 
the many repeated Signals and Orders given then 
by their. Admiral; CN ore the Jam ay 
2 be © 6 oh death, 2 


. 
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Afterwrards many Debates aroſe about the 
Tins of the Execution of the Sentence. Ma- 
ny of the Court declar d, that, by the Marine 
Laws, they ought to be ſhot that very Day, or 
within a few Days of it. To cut the Affair 
ſhort, they at laſt agreed, that the Sentence 
ſhould ſtand, and remain on their Records; 
but that the Execution of it be ſuſpended till 
Her Majeſty's Will and Pleafure was known, 
and in the mean Time the Criminals to be 
ä kep t in ſafe Cuſtody. ü 
4 Ship was inflandy. diſparch'd to England 
85 with the Minutes and Proceedings of this 
Court Martial, which were highly approved of 
by the whole Kingdom; - and Orders were' ſent 
back to Jamaica to bring the Criminals to Ply- 
mouth, and. to execute poor Sentence of the 
Court- Martial the very Day of their Arrival. 
And, accordingly, they arriv'd at Plymouth o 
the 29th of April, ryog. and were ſhot dead 
that very Day in the moſt t and ann 
ous: Manner. 
Great Ihterceſfion was made to che Queen 
to pardon the Criminals: But ſhe very ſtron 
ly and poſitively declar d, chat the Law ſhould 
take its Place; and that the Publick Safety 
made it neceflary they ſhould ſuffer Deatn. 
My only Reaſon for tranſcribing theſe Hiſto- 
rical Facts is, Fearing our ſuppoſed Criminals 
in the Mediterranean ſhould, on their Tryals, 
produce the ſame Arguments in their Defence 
as thoſe of Kirby and Wade: If they ſhould, 


bete is a moſt honourable Precedent for them. 
B 2 | The 
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The Court Martial at Jamaica roundly aſſert 
and declare, That if an Engliſh Fleet ſhall re- 
Fuſe to fight and engage a French one merely 
becauſe they are on a Foot of Equality, that it 
is, and ought ever ta be deem d, a, Wen aud 
ee Act of Cowar dice. 

But I am moſtly afraid they will Jay; hoc 
main Streſs on the Frans 4 of the Defence 
made by Kirby. and Wade, to-wit, That it was 
ans and:impolitic to; fight. the French, and 
enconfiſtent with that Concern and Regard they 
ought to have for the Safety. and Proferyatie! of 
[Her Majeſty's Shi ps, and the. Lives ＋ ber Ofpeers 
"ar Saulus. 

To this Part of thai Deane, the. brave 
Court:Martzal at Jamaica, reply'd, that it was ſo 
Tidiculous as to merit no Regard ; - that the 
Fleet under the brave Admiral B EM RO was 
fitted out with no other View than Aging and 
taking the French Admiral, Monſ. Du Caſs; - 
and that if Her Majeſty had been afraid. to ha- 
zard her Ships or Sailors, ſhe ought. to have 
kept them at Plymouth or Parker and not 
— <4 ſent them to engage ſo Experienced a an 
Admiral as Monſ. Du Cafs. 

What makes me fear they will Jay the main 
Streß of their Defence on this Point, is, from 
the printed Account wherein we are told, that 
when the Intrepid had loſt her Fore-top p-maſt, 
they were all under the utmoſt Concern 1 5 the 
Preſervation of the Ship; tho they muſt know 
that this Damage might have been repair d by 


their own Crew in a little more than an Hour. 
However 


1 13 1 
However, Sir, I am willing to grant theſe 
brows Gentlemen all the Indulgence they can 


reaſonably deſire, and will allow that they ex- 


ecuted this Part of their Commiſſion with the 
greateſt Care and Caution; for the Admiral 
| himſelf acknowledges; that he and more than 
Half his Captains were fo extremely careful of 
their Ships, as not to have one ſingle Man kale 
led or wounded, nor one ſingle Drop of Blood 
drawn, and that the Ships had not the. leaſt 
Hurt or Damage, either in the Hulls, Maſts; 
Sails, or Rigging. Their Care in this Point is 
undeniably very conſpicuous: and apparent.-- 


How far it may amount to a+ Juſtification. of 


their Conduct I will not take upon me to de- 
termine; but muſt leave it to the Conſiderati- 
on of a proper Court of Judicature, where, 1 
am perſuaded, they will find the utmoſt Indul- 


gence and fair Play. 


I now come, Sir, to reply to whe you. were 


pleas d to ſay relating to the Tryal and publick 
Examination of thoſe Naval Gentlemen. Vou 
deſire me to conſider that thoſe Admirals and 
Captains are, for the moſt Part, Men of conſi- 


derable Rank and Fortune, allied to and con- 


nected with ſome Great and Noble Families; 
and therefore you fear ſome political Reaſons 
may make it neceſſary to paſs over this Affair 
in Silence and Oblivion. 

Vou very well know, Sir, I king been 4 
ways accuſtom d to pay a very great Regard to 
your Judgment and Opinion, eſpecially in Mat- 


ters of a rage N ature: But in this Point I 
; differ 
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differ from you as much as Light does from 
Darkneſs, and will affirm that whatever Mini- 
ſter or Miniſtry ſhould endeavour to ſuppreſs a 
publick Enquiry and Examination into this 
deteſtible Affair, would be guilty of the moſt 


iHgudg d Policy in the World, and would act 
inconſiſtent with all the Rules of National WiC 
dom and Prudence, and would draw on them- 
ſelves the Hatred, Contempt, and Reſentment 
| of Six or Seven Millions of People in this 
| _ There is not a City, a Town, a 
Borough, a Parifh, a Village, a ſingle Farm- 
houſe, where they are not crying out, Let Fu- 
Alice be done! Let Fuftice be done ! "The People 
| of England in general are an honeſt and brave 
1 People; and the Conſideration of their beco- 
| a Province ta France (which they- alb 
know muſt ſoon ſucceed the Loſs of our Supe- 
riority at Sea) fills their Minds with Horror 
and” Aſtoniſhment : For they are all fenſible 
that ſince the preſent Family came to the Crown 
they have been well and wiſely govern'd; dr 
have an inviolable Attachment to His Majeſty 
. Perſon, his Family, and Government; and are 
eady to facrifice their very Blood and their 
Money to the haſt Farthing for their Honour 
3 and Support. Their very Hearts and Souls are 
| griev'd and prick'd at this Mark of Infamy and 
|  Diſgraceon the Britiſb Name and Nation; and 
what greatly adds to their Affliction is, the 
Oynfideration that future Ages muſt know that 
this deteſtible Affair has happen d in the glori- 
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The People of England are not ſo fooliſh and 


enen as to deſire any Puniſhment with- 
out a fair and open Tryal: What they defire, 
what they demand, what they expect, is no 
more nor leſs than thoſe Gentlemen be brought 


to a Tryal agreeable to the Laws now in Being. 


In ſhort, the Caſe ſtands thus: Our Naval 


Officers in the Mediterranean are ſtrongly ſuſ- 


pected by Six or Seven Millions of the good 


People of England of the moſt notorious, abo- 


minable, and deteſtible Cowardite that ever 
the World faw. If on a fair and proper En- 


quiry they appear not guilty, they may reſt fatis- 


fied the Kingdom will do the utmoſt Juſtice to 
their Names and Characters: If otherwiſe, let 


the Law take its Place.--- This is all they de- 
fire or requeſt; and this they have a Right to 
demand and expect. 

For my Part, Sir, I tremble to think WW 
Confuſions and Convulſions may attend the diſ- 
appointing and diſguſting ſo many Millions of 
People by a ſingle Act. Beſides, if theſe 
Gentlemen be try'd, found guilty, and puniſh- 
ed, it will in ſome meaſure wipe off the Infa- 
my from the Nation, and it will "_ alone 
where it ought to reſt. 

But if this Matter be huddled ap in the 
Dark, all the Powers in Europe will regard it 
| as National Diſgrace, and will never more 
treat us in that eee Manner they have 

heretofore done. 

Hiſtory informs us, that ane es a Ting 
in x tliis — when a Clergyman, a poor 
. ignorant 
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lendrünt and turbulent Clergyman, I mean 
 Satheveral, who, was he now living, his Per- 
ſon, his Sermons; or Doctrines, would not be 
thought worthy the Notice or Obſervation of 8 
the meaneſt W in England: Vet this ve 
Man fairly overturn d and threw upon their 
gs a very great and powerful Adminiſtrati- 
If ſuch a trifling Affair has produced ſuch 

t and memorable Effects, what may we 
not expect and fear from the general en 
of all the People in England at once? 

— * the Whole, Sir, I muſt tell you plain 
1 Thave a very high Opinion of the Wiſdom, 
Prudence, and Policy of our preſent Miniſters,' 
as T hope and believe they have all one general 
Point in view, the Support of the Government, 
the Welfare of the Nation, and the Honour of 
their Sovereign; and I perſuade. myſelf you'll 
| ſoon ſee them firmly unite in doing Juſtice to 
the Nation, by granting all the reaſonable De- 
mands and Expectations of the People. 
I have now done with this dark Affair, and 
have only one — Point more to offer to 
your Conſideration. | 

I have lately ſeen a Manuſcript Writing, with, 2 

Sünde Remarks, on the Conduct of our Land/ 
Officers in Scoiland in the late Pretender's Time 
before our Royal Hero appear d there: And 
here we ſee our” Generals, Colonels, Captains, 
Officers, and Soldiers, Horſe and Foot, 3 
where flying before a contemptible, rude, 

und undiſciplin'd Rabble; and which rea 
_ 3 and — to all The 
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with a panick Fear, or Fit of Cowardice, that 
they blew up 150 Waggons, all loaded with 
Ammunition and Proviſions for the Support of, 
a great Army. = | 

This Proviſion and Ammunition coſt a pro- 
digious Sum of Money; beſides, it had been 
brought to the Place where it then was at an 
amazing Expence: Yet ſo great was their Fear 
and Terror, that they reſolv'd at once to put a 
Barrel of Gunpowder under each Waggon, and 
blew all up in ten thouſand pieces; whereby 
150 Barrels of Powder, and 150 loaded Wag- 
gons, were in one Minute entirely loſt and de- 
ſtroy'd; when at the fame Time no one Ene- 
my, either French or Indian, was within Forty- 
ſeven Enghſh Miles of them, and in a wild 
Country where the Woods were almoſt impaſ- 


ſable, that that they could not poſſibly meet 


any ſudden Surprize or Attack. 2 

I ſpeak of this Fact with ſome Degree of 
Certainty. I had it fram a Gentleman who 
was then on the Spot, and ſaw the whole 
Tranſaction with his own Eyes, and heard the 
horrid and frightful Exploſion with his own 


Ears. | 


From this and many other Inſtances of the 


like Nature, Which I could eaſily mention, it 
evidently appears to me that there muſt be ſome 


fundamental Error in the Conſtitution of our 
Army and Navy, and that the preſent Manner 


C. 


and 


. 


Powers in Europe. In America we have a 
very recent and extraordinary Inſtance: Our 
Officers in a ſingle Moment were ſo ſtruck 
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and Methods of Proferment i is extremely wrong. 
and has in its own Nature a more natural Apti- 
tude and Tendency to depreſs than to exalt the 
Human Mind, and to inſpire them with Fear 
and Cowardice rather than with the true Prin- 
ciples of Honour, Bravery, and Courage. 
This moſt certainly is a Point of the laft Im- 
portance to England, and highly deſerves the 
Confideration. of our Legiſlature. Let us fee 
how this Matter is conducted by the other Na- 
tions of Europe; but in the firſt Place a ſtriking 
Inſtance pretents itſelf in our own Country. 
Whatever Cromroecl/ was in other Parts of his 
Conduct, all the World will readily allow him 
to have been a very great, brave, and courage- 
ous Soldier; a Man of great Sagacity and Pe- 
netration; and by many Years Study and Ex- 
perience had acquired a thorough Knowledge 
of Mankind. No Prince, no Gene: ral, in the 
World, was ever more prudent and circum- 
ſpect in the Diſpoſal of Preferments in his Ar- 
my and Navy ; and would often remark, that 
his Succeſs was chiefly owing to his having a 
proper Set of Officers. In his private Conver- 
ſation and Epiſtolary Correſpondence with his 
Officers , he would be ſtrongly inculcating to 
them the extreme. Care that was neceſfary to 
fill up the Vacancies in the Army, and recom- 
mending it above all Things to prefer Men of 


fober, v irtuous, and religious Laves ; - and that 


his 


* Vide Cremevet!s original Letter, oubliſh's by John Nickollt, 
Junc, Eiq; in the Year 1743, Member of the Society of Antiqua- 
ries in London, and dedicated to the Right Hon. Arthur Onſlow, 
Eq; Speaker of che Houſe of Commons, 
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his own Experience had taught him that ſack 
Men would face Danger with great Firmneſs 
and Stability of Mind: For that Men of wic- 
ked and ungodly Lives were always horribly 
afraid of dying, and would fly at the firſt Ap- 
proach of Danger; and would obſerve that the 
Wicked flyeth when no Men purfueth ; but 
the Righteous is as bold as a Lion; his Heart 
is fix'd ruſting | in God; he fears no evil Tidings 
or Events. 

Our Great Lawyer Whitleck, b of the 
extraordinary Courage of Gee 8 Soldiers, 
ſays of them, They were all arm'd within 

by the Satisfaction of their own Conſciences, 
and without with good Iron Arms: They 
« would all as one Man ſtand firmly, and 
charge deſperately.” Neither his Soldiers or 
Sailors were ever accuſtom'd to pay any Regard 
to Numbers; they never refuſed to fight an E- 
namy by Land or Sea becauſe they were on a 
Foot of Equality; witneſs his famous Battle at 
Dunbar in Scotland, where the Enemy were 
three to one againſt him; yet he kill'd Four 
Thouſand on the Spot, took Ten Thouſand 
Priſoners, and thereby totally routed and van- 
_— d a wicked and ungodly Crew, who for 
2 great Number of Years had been conſpiring 
the Ruin and Subverſion of our Religion, Laws, 

and Liberties. Well might Vbitloct ſay, that 
thoſe Soldiers ſtood firmly as one Man, and 
. d moſt deſperately. 

Cromevell's Care was equally the FIR in the 


N ye: No Man diſcover d any remarkable 
02 Courage 
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or Brayery but he was inſtantly pre- 
ferr d. n was an avow'd Enemy to the 
Perſon and Government of this great Warrior; 
yet let us ſee what he is fore d to acknowledge 
of one of his Admirals, meaning Blake :--= 
He was the firſt Man who declin'd the old Trad, 

and made it manifeſt that the Sea Service might 
be obtain d in leſs' Time than was generally ima- 
gined. He deſpiſed thoſe Rules that had been long 
in Practice, to keep his Ships and Men out of 
Danger, which had been held in former Times a 
Peint of: great Ability and Circumſpection, as if 
the principal Art requfite in the Captain of a 
Ship had been, To be ſure to come home again. He 
was the firſt Man that brought our Ships to con- 
temn Caſtles on Shore, which had been ever thought 

fermidable, and were diſcover d by him to 
make a Noiſe only, and to fright thoſe who could 
rarely be hurt by them. He was the fiſt Man that 
infus d that Proportion of Courage into our Sea- 
men, by making them ſee what mighty Things 
they could do 7 they were reſolved, and . 
them to fight in Fire as well as in Mater. All 
_ Clarendon's own Words. 570 
What a glorious Character this from che Pen 


of a declared Enemy! Would to God a Man 


of ſuch a Diſpoſition had been in the late Skir- 
miſh in the Medizerranean! Such a Man could 
not have been as terribly frighten'd- and alarms. 
ed at the Lofs of a fingle Fore-top- maſt. 
Blake was prefer'd to the Command of our 
Navy merely becauſe he had in many Inſtan- 


ces — a bold * Spirit, firmly 
attach d 
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attach d to the Honour and Reputation. of his. 
Country. He was a Man of low Birth and 
Parentage, without Title or Eſtate ; a Shop- 
keeper's Son of Bridgewater, in the County of 
Somer et. 


F am very ſenſible I ſhall be here told; That 
Things are vaſtly. allen d in England. ſince theſe: 
antient Days, and that our Government is, in a 
manner chang'd; and that now we muſt haue ſome: 
Great Miniſter or M:mnfters of State, thro" whoſe: 
Hands alone all Preferments muſt paſs; and that: 
thoſe Miniſters will aways find a Party in Eng- 
land, who will examine and condemn their Con- 
duct, right or wrong : And for this Reaſon it be- 
comes neceſſary to 2 on all Preferments in one 
Angle Point of View ; that is, to diſpaſe of them 
in ſuch a Manner as may beſt increaſe and extend 
bis perſonal Intereſt ad bo Influence, — any o- 
ther Conſideration whatſoever 

All this I will readily allow. But here is the 
Church, the Cuſtom-houſe, the Exciſe, &c. &c. 
all open to the View of any Miniſter. Let 
him take what Latitude he pleaſes here. Let 
him have his full Swing. Here: is Room e- 
nough to provide for all his Friends, poor Re- 
lations,, — and Dependants. But, for 
God's fake! let the Army and Navy: be kept 
ſacred: Let no — here come with- 
in the Reach of Ministers. If it does, we are 
all undone. 

In all wiſe Governments upon Earth it is a 
f d and immutable Rule of Action, that no 
9 Preferment be ever obtain d in the 

8 Len 
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| or Navy, without a proper 'Temper and 
Turn of Mind for it, and allo without ſome 
apparent and —— Inſtances of real * 
and Brav 

Such a Conduct as this would at once raiſe 
our Reputation, and infallibly ſecure us the 
conſtant and uninterrupted Dominion of all the 
Watry World, on which the very Being and 
Exiſtence of our Nation depends. And I will 
take it upon me to affirm, That it is always 
right and good Policy to give the Preference to 
Men of ſober, virtuous, and religious Lives. 
They will always be found to be the moſt de- 

nded on; for, as Cromwell obſerves, in Times 
of Difficulty and Danger they will maintain a 
greater Firmneſs and Stability of Mind than 
thoſe of a contrary Character ever have, or e- 
ver will do. A 

J am ſenſible you'll- tell me, that thoſe IM 
timents were only the private Opinion of Crom- 
well ;, and that, conſidering the Times and 
Age in which he liv'd, ſuch a Conduct became 
quite reaſonable and neceſſary. But this I de- 
ny abſolutely; and, had I Time, I would e- 
vince to you, that ſuch a Conduct was purſued 

many antient Heroes and Warriors, Who 
acted their Parts on the Stage of the World 
TwWOo T houſand Years before Cromwell was 
born. 
1 will illuſtrate this by one fingle Inflatice in 
our own Days. Doddridge, in his Life of the 
brave Colonel Gardiner, tells us, That, about 


three: or tour Pays before. the „ — 
8 


To 
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the Rebels and General Cope, in Scotland, his 
Family and Friends about him obſerv'd a very 
great, and uncommon, Depreſſion of Spirits, 
which appear d the more conſpicuous as he 
was naturally of an eaſy and chearful Temper. 
They preſſed him greatly to know the Cauſe; 
but he was ſhy and reſerv d; which increas d 
their Importunity. At laſt, forced to com- 
ply, he told them, that he plainly ſaw, by the 
Diſpoſition of the Rebel Army, thy would ſoon 
give battle to the King's Forces ; and that he was 
ſtrongly impreſs'd with an Opimon that our Troops 
would run away, and not fight. His Friends en- 
deavour'd to laugh him out of it, by obſerving 
to him that ſuch a Conduct was impoſlible, 
and that if our Forces were about to be attac- 
| ked by old Veteran French or German Troops, 
there might be ſome Foundation for ſuch a 
Suſpicion : But the Followers of the Pretender 
could not properly be call'd an Army, but were 
only a rude, ragged, undiſciplin d Rabble. How- 
ever, Gardiner offer d Reaſons to ſupport his 
Suſpicion. - One was, That the general Corrup- 
tion and Diſſoluteneſs in the Lives and Manners of 
the Soldiers was ſo notorious, that be was afraid 
they vould not think the Safety of their Country, 
and the Preſervation of thetr Religion and Laws, 
worth fighting for. | 

The Event ſoon verify'd Gardner's Predicti- 
on : For, at the firſt Onſet, the greateſt Part 
of our Forces fled inſtantly. 5 

Did Gardiner fly? No, moſt certainly he 
did not. It was impoſſible that a brave Soldi- 


8 
er, under the Influence. of Honour, Virtue, & 


Neben, ſhould fly before ſuch contemptible 
Wretches. Ae rode up and down, to the Ha- 


zard of his Life, a to collect the 
ſeatter d Remains of the Foot- Soldiers; who, 
encouraged by his Perſuaſion and Example, 
turmd once more about, _ bravely faced the 
Enemy. And to this very Day tis the Opinion 


| 09% who live on or very near the Place of 


this Adden, and, who, it may be preſumed, 
were acquainted with the minute Circumſtan- 
ces of it, that in caſe the runaway Officers and 


Soldiers had thought proper to have return d at 


that very Inſtant, and to have afforded Gardiner 
but a lender Support, he would have totally 
routed this ragged Crew, and cut the greateſt 


Part of them in pieces: But he was moſt 


ſhamefully: & cowardly deſerted and left alone, 
to fall a Sacrifice to a barbarous and cruel Ene- 
my. May the Name and Character of this 
Good and e Soldier be tranſmitted to Po- 
ſterity avi Honour and Renown, the immor- 
tal Reward of Mien Who are nobly ſlain in De- 
ſence of their Country. 

The late Sir Peter Warren was * d a 
brave Ballor and Soldier likewiſe. - - On his 
Return do England from the Conqueſt of Cape- 
Breton, he happen'd to dine at London with a 


conſiderahle Number of Land and Sea Officers. 


A Sentlaman of Rank told Sir Peter, that he 
did not take Cape- Breton by the uſual Methods 


of Pod nd Ball, but by Prayer and Faſting. 
d, Dent banter my praying 


Soldiers. 
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Soldiers. I will at any Time take Tro Thouſand 
of them, and fight them againſt Four Thouſand of 
your Gd d---mme Soldiers, and beat them alſo. 
Let us now ſtep into France, and fee what we 
can collect there relating to the Conduct of their 
Army and Navy. And here we find a Wc- 
man, a great and marvellous Woman, a virtu- 
ous and chaſte Woman, I mean the juſtly ce- 
lebrated Madame de Marntenon; who by her 
Virtue and good Senſe alone had, in a ſurpri- 
ſing Manner, acquir'd a large Share in the pri- 
merary Operations of Government in this great 
and vait Empire. She informs us, that ſhe 
had often told the French King, That his III. 
luccefs in his Wars, by Sea and Land, was in 


creat meaſure his own Fault, merely for want of 


greater Care and Circumſpection in the Choice of 


{is Officers.--- This Woman could never have 
tcen the private Letters and Tranſactions of 
Cromwell, becauſe they were not publiſhed du- 


ring her Life: But we find ſhe would often 


talk to that King in the ſame Manner, and al- 
moſt in the fame identical Words; and would 
often remark to him, That à great Number of 
{rs Sea and Land Officers were entirely given up 
0 Gallantry and Pleaſure; and that others were of 
very wicked, diſſolute, and moſt froſegere Lives; 
end that it could never be expected that Men under 
the Influence of ſuch Principles ſhould fiand at the 


Approach of Danger, as thoſe that were influenced 


by the Principles of Honour and Virtue. 
She had talked to the King ſo often on this 


* this 


. 
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Subject, that at laſt he plainly perceiv'd that 


261 
this Lady had more Sagacity and Penetration, 
and knew Mankind better, than he himſelf, 
or any of his Courtiers abaut him. 

In the latter Part of his Life, ſhe tells us, he 

urſued her Plan; and would not prefer any 
Man to a conſiderable Poſt in the Army or Na- 
vy, without making a nice and critical Enquiry 
into his private Lite and Conduct; of which 
the gives us one remarkable Inſtance of the 
King's advancing a Perſon of conſiderable Rank 
to a Place of Eminence in the Army, without 
having Time to make the uſual previous En- 
quiry till fome Weeks aiterwards; and this 
Enquiry not proving to the King's Satisfaction, 
he obliged him inſtantly to reſign, and filled 
up the Vacancy by another Perſon of leſs Abi- 
littes in the Military Way, for no other Reaſon 
in the World but becauſe he was a Perſon of 
better Life and Morals. 

I would not pretend to ine that he 
French King's Conduct in this Affair was from 
any real or internal Regard to Honour and 
Virtue--- No, not in the leaſt.--- But his 
own. Experience had avght him that this was 
right ind good e 

Let 


* This famous Wo oman was born in Auerica, of Parents 
who were reduced to a very great Degree of Poverty. 
Tianfported into France in her Infancy, married at Sixteen 
to Monſ. Scarron, of Amiens, Poet, who, tho” he liv'd like 
a Gentleman, was never worth a Groat, and was ſupported 
by the Beneficence and Charity of others: He had no Oc- 
caſion for a Wife, but merely from the Pleaſure that would 
reſult from the Converſation of ſo fine a Genius. mo 3 
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Let us look for a Moment into Ruf/ia, a vaſt 
and great Empire, which has now an amazing 
Body of Troops, ſufficient not only to guard 
their own extenſive Territories, but alſo to let 
out to Hire 50 or 100,000 Men at very little 
Notice, and at a very low Rate: Troops that 
are in their own Nature hardy and brave, and 


almoſt as regular and well diſciplin'd as any 


Army in Europe. It is not very many Years 
ſince that this Country was extremely ignorant, 


ſented to the Match from the ſame Motives, and promiſed 
herſelf great Improvements in Knowledge and Literature 
from a Man of ſo much Wit and Humour. I am very fen- 
ſible during her long reſiding at Court, and the vaſt Aſcen- 


dancy ſhe had over the French King, ſhe was look'd upon 
by all Europe in the Number of his Miſtreſſes. But after 
the utmoſt Searches and Reſearches into the Life and Con- 


duct of this Great Woman, I ſincerely believe the contra- 

; and Numbers of Ladies about the Court, at this very 

ime, look'd on the common Opinion to be abſolutely 
_ falſe; and that her Virtue was ſufficient Proof againſt the 
higheſt Pitch of Proſperity, Dominion, or Wealth. By 
Means of Father Je Chaiſe, the French King's Confeſſor, 
Madam de Mounteſpan was many Times forbid the Sacra- 
ments, becauſe ſhe liv'd in open Adultery ; and he would 
have done the ſame by Madame de Maintenon, if he had not 


been aſſured of her Virtue ; but he always eſteem'd and re- 


{pected her highly, Shortly after the Queen's Death, the 


King married her, Father / Chaiſe and Monſ. Louvois, 


Secretary of State, were preſent at the Solemnity ; the 
Time when, the Place where, and the Manner how it was 


erform'd, haye been fully and clearly deſcribed by ſome late 


Iiſtorians. She carried on an Epiſtolary Correſpondence 


with moſt of the Kings, Princes, and Great Miniſters. of 


State in Europe, as well as with ſucceſſive Popes and Cardi- 


nals, &c. &c.— This is n Temp from my pre- 


ſent Buſineſs; but as it fell in my Way to ſpeak of this 


Woman, I thought I ſhould not do Juſtice to her Name 


and Character by ſaying leſs. 
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* ind, and barbarous; — entire Strangers to all 
Military Order and Diſcipline ; ſo that a Thou- 
ſand of their Enemy would often put Ten 
Thouſand of em to flight. 

Let us here ſtand itill; -- make a Pauſe, 
and reflect a little, how and by what Means 
this wonderſul Change was brought about, and 
all during the Life of one ſingle Man, the 
Czar Peter. He in the firſt Place made him- 
ſelf a thorough Maſter of the Military Art and 
Science, and thereby influenced his Subjects of 
all Ranks and Degrees to follow his Example. 
He has told his Generals, his Officers, and 
Soldiers, a hundred and a hundred Times over 
and over again, that Birth and 3 Title 
or Eſtate, ſhould never be made any e Step 
to Preferment in his Army; but that brery: in- 
dividual Man, of whatever Rank or Degree, 
ſhould be preferr 'd in Proportion to his own 
perſonal Bravery and Courage. And by this 
Means only he brought his wild and barbarous 
People into a Liking of the Military Art, and 
inſpir'd their Minds with real Fortitude and 
Bravery; that in a few Years he lived to ſee his 
Troops poſſeſs d with an inſatiable Thirſt and 
Defire atter Military Honour, Glory, and Pre- 
ferment; and they would ſtand as firmly, and 
fight as deſperately, as any Troops in Europe. 
Ihe Hiſtory of all Kingdoms and Nations 
informs us, that moſt Kings and Princes have 
every where diſcover'd a reſtleſs and inſatiable 
Deſire of greater Degrees of Dominion and 
Wealth; but no one ever yet ſince the Creati- 
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on of the World arriv'd to that amazing Pitch 
as Kcult Kan , who for a long Tract of Time 
maintain'd a vaſt Superiority over many great 
and mighty Armies, at a vait Diſtance from 
each other, in that wide and extended Empire 
of Perſia, a Country ſubject to many and per- 
petual Revolts. --- It's amazing to conſider 
what Regularity and Subordination they - were 
conſtantly under to their own General.--- I am 
very ſenſible it has been inſinuated by many 
Hiſtorians, that this Diſcipline and Subordina- 
tion of his Troops, aroſe merely from a Prin- 
ciple of Terror and Fear. This is a ridiculous 
Suppoſition, and falſe in Fact, and which, had 
I Time, I could cafily confute. I will allow 
that Kouli Kan was a cruel and bloody Tyrant; 
however, in the Management of his Army he 
inviolably purſued the ſame Plan as the Czar 
Peter. Infinite Numbers of his Officers and 
Soldiers had been preferr'd to Places of great 
Honour and Profit in his Army; and from 
thence aroſe their Regard and Attachment to 
him. There was not a ſingle Foot Soldier in 
all his Army but what very well knew, that if 
he diſcover'd any Degree of real Bravery and 
| Courage, 
+ When Kouli Kan return'd ſrom his Conqueſt in India, 
many Hiſtorians ſay he brought with him to the Amount of 
One Hundred and Twenty Millions Sterling, in Silver and 
Gold Plate and Jewels only, befides immenſe Quantities of 
fine rich Furniture of an amazing Value, and alfo a vaſt 
Number of Camel, Elephants, &c. &c. &c. But I be- 
lieve the late Mr. Hanway's Calculations are the moſt ex- 
act, and he makes it only Eighty or Eighty-five Millions in 


Silver and Gold, Plate, and Jewels, beſides the rich Fur- 
niture, Wc. GW. | > 
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Courage, he ſhould immediately be taken un- 
der the Royal Protection, rewarded and pro- 
moted in the moſt open and conſpicuous Man- 
ner: And this reconciled his Army, and indu- 
ced them chearfully to endure almoſt inſupera- 
ble Difficulties, — long and fatiguing Marches, 
a conſtant Succeſſion of infupportable Toils, 
and many Times deftitute of the common Ne- 
ceſſaries and Conveniencies of Life. By ſuch 
Conduct aroſe this mighty Warrior to an ama- 
zing Pitch of Power and Grandeur; which he 
never could have. obtain'd by any other Mays 
or Means in the World. 

As we are now got to the Borders of 7. urky, 
we will juſt look a little into their Conduct: 
And here Topal Ozman, their moſt famous and 
celebrated General, at once demands our At- 
tention as well as Veneration. This great and 

General was as oppoſite, in his publick 
and private Character, from Koul: Kan, as Hea- 
ven is from Hell. Topal Ozman was a wiſe, 

rudent, and very religious Man. In his pri- 
vate Life and Conduct no Man ever maintain'd 
a more worthy and exalted Character. He 
had a certain Nobleneſs, Generoſity, and Be- 
nevolence of Soul, equall d by few, and per- 
haps exceeded by none, in the Chriſtian World. 
He govern'd Kingdoms, commanded Armies, 
and fought Battles. In one ſingle Action he 
flew. Thirty Thouſand of Kuli Kan's beſt 
TTrcops, took an infinite Number of Priſoners, 
and totally routed the whole Perſan Army, 


Tepal Ozman was belov'd, and even ador'd, by 
all 


rel 
all his. Officers and Soldiers : They had a high 


Opinion of his Uprightneſs and Integrity, as 
well as of his Bravery and Courage; and every 
Man in his Army knew that if he behav'd well 
he ſhould be openly rewarded and promoted. 
And merely from this Principle alone aroſe 
that vaſt Attachment his Soldiers had for him. 


He animated their Minds to that Degree of In- 


trepidity and Valour that had been hitherto un- 


known in the Turbiſb Empire. 12 
After this grand Victory, he wrote many 


Letters to the Grand Signior, deſiring Leave 


to return from the Command of the Army, 


on Account of his Age and Bodily Infirmities. 


But the Grand Signior too well knew the vaſt 


Importance of this One Man, and reply'd to 
dim, that if he would have any Addition of 
Wealth or Power, it ſhould be moſt chearful- 
ly granted him; but on no Terms would he 


conſent he ſhould leave the Army. 
This moſt dreadful and bloody Battle was 


fought in the Year 1733. It laſted 8 Hours. 
Kouli Kan was never ſo fairly beaten, or hear- 
tily drubb'd, in all his Life. It was the gene- 
ral Opinion in Turkey, and thro all Penſia, that 
he would never more face the Turkiſh Army: 


But 11s late before the Brave deſpair. --= This 
wonderful Man diſpatch'd Couriers to all Parts 


of Perfia, and ſoon collected a prodigious Re- 
inforcement, beſides a great Number of Auxi- - 


liary and Mercenary Troops, and with an a- 
118 Rapidity return d in a few Months, to 
give Topal Oſman battle. | E az 


The 
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The Bvining: before this ſecond Battle, he 
— d his General Officers ( agreeable to 
his ſtated Cuſtom), and, in a pathetic Speech, 
exhorted them to behave with the utmoſt Cou- 
rage and Firmneſs of Mind: That they ſhould 
conſider they were to engage with one of the 
beſt and braveſt Soldiers in the World: That 
he had made an admirable Diſpoſition of his 
Troops: And that Tomorrow would be the 
eat and important Day on which the Fate of 
the Perfan Empire would be determin'd. But 
this bloody and cruel Man hinted to them alſo, 
That the Victory would very much depend on 
the ſingle Life of Topal Oſman ; and that if by 
any Way or Means they could take him off, 
— whole Turkiſh Army would inſtantly be put 
to flight; and then they might not only ſub- 
due the Army, but make an eaſy Conqueſt of 
the whole T urki/h you: yen! if they thou 828 it 
worth while 
Next Morning early the Battle began, dome 
of Kouli-Kan's moſt daring and Veteran Sol- 
diers began the Attack in that Part of the Ar- 
my where Topal Oſman was. The firſt Onſet 
was ſo. well conducted, and with ſuch amazing 
Fury, that they forced the Turkiſh Lines at 
once. Jepal Gæman was not wanting in the 
Duties of a brave and experienced General. 
He rode to and fro; rallied his Men; made 
them face about and: diſcharge twice. But in 
this Franſaction his. Perſon was greatly expos'd, 
and a bold Penſan Officer rode up to him, and 


thot him thro the Body. Which. News in- x 
84 % | ſtantly 
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ſtantly ſpread through the whole Army. They 
were all ſeiz d with a general Panick, and fled 
at once, and in infinite Numbers were flain or 
taken priſoners. 

In the Evening Kouli-Kan, with 8 of 
his Generals, return'd to the Field of Battle, 
and ſurvey d the Corpſe of Topal Ozman with a 

rofound Silence and awful Reverence, agree- 
able to the Cuſtom of the Eaftern Nations. 
He then ſent the Body, in a grand and awful 
Proceſſion, to the Turkiſh Governor of Bagdat, 
attended by a Perſon of confiderable Rank, to 
deliver a genteel and polite Meflage, vi. That 
Kouli-Kan had ſent him the Remains of that 
brave General Topal Ozman, earneſtly reque- 
Ning, that it might receive the Funeral-Rites 

due to a Perſon of his exalted Rank and Dig- 
nity; for that he had always eſteem' d him the 

beſt and wiſeſt Stateſman, the braveſt Soldier, 
and the moſt worthy Patriot, that the T; urkiſ 
Empire had ever produced. 

Within Ten Days after Topal Ozman's Death 
the whole Turkiſh Army fell into various Par- 
ties and Factions, and ( in ſhort ) into the ut- 
moſt Confuſion. The Grand Signior plainly 
ſaw that there was not the leaſt Dependance on 
his Army, and that, nothing remain'd for him 
to do but the ſending Ambaſſadors to Nouli- 
Kan, meanly to beg a Peace. 

After a long and tedious Attendance, he 
vouchſafed them an Audience in his Tent. 
The haughty Tyrant receiv'd them with the 


utmoſt Inſslenee and ba and tale them, 
| | E - if 
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if they wanted. a Peace, the firſt: Prolienicary 
ſhould be, That they ſubmit to whatever Terms 
and Conditions he ſhould think proper to pre- 
ſcribe : And, ſecondly, that they ſhould pub- 
lickly and openly acknowledge his Lenity, and 
extreme- Moderation, in not conquering the 
| Turkiſh Empire, which was in his Power to 
do ;--- for that Topal Ozman was now no more. 

IT am very ſenſible thoſe Facts are well 
known throughout all Europe. My Reaſon for 
reciting them here is only to convince you, Sir, 
of what vaſt Importance it is to any Kingdom, 
or Nation, in the World, to. have wiſe, brave, 
and courageous Officers both by Sea and Land, 
and that proper Perſons ſhould be ſought after 
with the utmoſt Care and Circumſpection; and 
that without it it's fooliſh and ridiculous to ex- 
per Victory or Succeſs. __ 

When Mankind, began. at firſt to increaſe 
and multiply upon the Earth, they found it ne- 
ceſſary, for fhieir mutual Safety and Support, 
to enter into Society: And certain Laws were 
eſtabliſhed and agreed on that were, in their 
own Nature, fix d and unmoyeable, and to be 
151 eternal Obligation. Hang avell and pay <vell 
has, in all Nations of the World, ever been 


deem'd to be one of thoſe primerary funda- 


mental Laws, without which no Nation ever 


did, nor ever can, nor ever will, exiſt long. 


All the Blemiſhes and Diſgraces that have fal- 


len upon this poor Nation of ours for theſe 50 
Vears paſt, — been owing to the Neglect & 
N on-cbſervance of this One antient Maxim. 
I wal 
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1 will grant that in the Article of paying we 

have been too abundant, too extravagant and 

profuſe ; byt-in metz Article of Hanging we have 

2 malt abundant, too ſparing and negli- 

: And unleſs 1095 fundamental Law be 

„ ſtrictly adher'd to in Time to come, we 
are all ruin d and undone. 

T ſhall doubtleſs be told here, that this has 
been owing to the Lenity, and extreme Mo- 
deration, of our King and his Miniſters. But, 

my dear Friend, this Lenity and Moderation to 
particular Perſons may be, and often-times is, 
the greateſt Cruelty to the Whole. Salus Po- 
pul Suprema Lex. Princes and Miniſters of 
State ought to have but one ſingle Point in 

View ; The Safety, the Honour, and Support 
of the Whole Community. 
| Ld. Bacon, the Earl of Shafts/bury, and ma- 
ny others of our own Wiſeſt and moſt Eminent 
of our own Politicians, who have wrote on the 
Nature of Government in general, and the 
Means whereby it may be render d permanent 
and durable, inform us, that there is a very 
great Affinity and Reſemblance between the 
Body Natural and the Body Politick. That 
the pet ſtands in need of frequent Repara- 
tions, by Phyſick, Bleeding, Emeticks, Eva- 
_ cuations, Fc. Gc. to ſupport and maintain it 
in a proper State of Health and Vigour. And 
the ſame Methods are indiſpenſibly neceſſary 


d ſupport the Conſtitution of the Body Poli- 


tick; and that bleeding, that is, the hang! ng 


1 few Great Criminals, once or twice in a 
WS: __ Century, 
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Cent tur y, | would be 8 beneficial to the 
litical Conſtitution, and would add to it ſome 
real Strength, Firmneſs, and Stability, and ren- 
der that Government more reſpectable both A- 
bread and at Home; and if at any Time it 
ſhould occur that any Criminal, or Number of 
Criminals, ſhould; in themſelves, or by their 
Alliances and Connections with others, become 
1o conſiderable that the Government has not a 
ſufficient Power and Strength to bring thoſe 
Criminals to a Tryal and Punifhmient; it's an 
infallible Proof of its great Weakneſs and Im- 
becility, and carries indubitable Marks that 
fuch a Government is in a declining Way, and 
drawing towards its final Period & Diſſolution. 
Let us ſuppoſe in any Government two or 
three Admirals, two or three Sea- Captains, and 
two or three Land-Officers, were to be hang'd 
up, I am perſuaded. it would be of great Bene- 
fit to the Conſtitution of that Government, and 
would be a great Addition to its real Strength, 
Firmneſs, and Stability, and would naturally 
tend to make it more reſpectable at Home and 
Abroad; yea, many of our great Politicians go 
much hi gher than this, and ſay, that the truſ- 
ſing up a great and all- powerful Prime Miniſter 
once in ig ifty or an Husdred Years, would be 
of vaſt Service, and would invigorate the Con- 
ſtitution to a ſurpriſing Degree. 
What I have ſaid here of Government is not 
to be underſtood to relate to any particular 
Form or Syſtem, or to any one Nation more 
than another. No, Sir; it equally and alike 
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holds | gogd in every Kingdom and Nation, in 


every Form or Syſtem of Government that e- 
ver was, or ever, Mall be upon the Face of the 
Earth. It ariſes from the Nature of Govern- 
ment in general, and from the natural Tem- 
pers and Diſpofitions of Mankind. I would 
not have you imagine that I recommend this 
Hanging Diſpoſition merely for the fake of 
Hanging: No; in all ſuch Caſes the ſuppoſed 
Criminal or Criminals muſt have a fair, open, 
and conſpicuous Tryal, agreeable to the known 
and eftabliſh'd Laws of his particular Country. 
There muſt be no ſtraining of Laws, no ſecret 
Miniſteral Influence, nor none from the Prero- 
gative; the Laws muſt take their Courſe fairly, 
and either condemn or acquit; for it's extreme- 
ly neceſſary that the whole Community be ful- 
1y and clearly ſatisſy d of the Juſtice and Equity 
of the Tryal, and Legality of the Pani 
and then all will go right; and by every ſuch 
Tryal and Puniſhment the Government will 
receive ſome additional Strength and Vigour. 

In all Governments in the World there will 
naturally ariſe ſome critical and particular Pe- 
riods of Time in which thoſe ſanguinary Pro- 
ceedings become more immediately neceſſary; 
and it is the Buſineſs of Governors to diſtinguiſh 
with the utmoſt Sagacity when thoſe Periods of 
Time may occur, and to make the neceſlary 
Application. 

Before I ebndlude I muſt beg, dear Sir, that 
you will lay afide every thing elſe for a few 
un and calmly reflect on i the peculiar and 

1 a extraordinary 
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extraordinary Nature of the preſent Diſpute be- 
tween us and France. The Diſpute is not who 
mall be Emperor of. Germany, or King of the 
Romans, or how or in what Manner the diffe- 
rent Claims and Pretenſions of all the Princes 
in Germany ſhall be ſettled and adjuſted to a 
Hair's Breadth: We are not now. — and 
wantonly expending our Blood and Treaſure, 
beating out the Brains of our Soldiery againſt 
confounded hard Stone Walls in Flanders, to 
ſecure Barrier Towns for our moſt honeſt, moſt 
faithful, and moſt grateful Allies, the Dutch. 
No, Sir, this is not the Caſe at preſent: 
It is who ſhall have the Dominion of the Sea, 
they or us; a Diſpute on which our ALL de- 
pends: And ſhould we happen to be worſted 
in this Point, we arg ruin d and undone; that 
our moſt gracious Sovereign, his worthy 
— amiable Family, our Nobility, Gentry, 
and Commonalty. But this is not all; our 
Poſterity will be ruin d alſo. In ſhort, the 
Deſtruction is final, even to our Bodies, Souls, | 
and Eſtates. However, I am in Hopes that 
every honeſt and true Engliſhman will calmly 
and may deliberately prefer immediate Death, 
rather than drag on Life in Slavery, Popery, 
E. yranny, and the worſt and moſt accurſed of 
all'Evils, -Ecclefiaſtical Power and Cruelty ; z == 
every Child in England knows theſe are, and 
muſt aebi be, the natural Conſequences 
N of our loſing the Dominion of the Sea. 
The Eyes of all Europe are upon us; they 
view: us with Wonder and * oF - 
renc 
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French Fleet riding triumphantly in the Mediter- 
ranean Sea, and the Britiſh Navy flying before 
them with Fear and Trembling ! all the Har- 
bours in the Mediterranean fill d with Engliſb 
Merchant-Ships, and not one dare to ſtir out: 
O horrible! O my Country! O my Country! 
What are we now to do in this lamentable 
State of Things! Our Religion, our Laws, our 
Liberties, will ſhortly be no more. Let us 
then reſolve to die like Men and Britons; let 
us follow the Example of our late Military 
Gentlemen in America, only inſtead of One 
Hundred and Fifty Barrels of Powder, let us 
have One Hundred and Fifty Thouſand, and 
let it be properly and judiciouſly placed under 
the very Center of our once brave and courage- 
ous Iſland, and. ſo blow up all at once, and 
courageouſly periſh in one general Exploſion. 
Such a Conduct as this would be worthy the 
Britiſh Nation, and of real Benefit to Poſterity, 
as it would be much better to prevent their 
Exiſtence, than to tranſmit to them Popery, 
Chains, and Darkneſs. This appears to me to 
be the moſt eligible Step, as thereby the Britiſb 
Name and Nation would be for ever remem- 
ber'd by the ſurviving Powers of Europe with 
immortal Honour and Renown. ET 
To conclude: What I have hitherto ſaid 
has been all of a Publick Nature. I am very 
ſenſible Mankind in general are moſt nearly 
affected with what regards their own dear 
Selves. I very well know you have a great 
Fondneſs to continue your Seat in · Parliament. 
| | Your 
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Your Birth, your Eſtate, and your Abilities, 
give you a Right to it: But I would adviſe 


you to be extremely cautious of your Conduct 


in this Mediterranean Affair; for ſhould it be 
ſo much as ſuſpected or whiſper'd in your Bo- 
rough, that you have in any Shape endeavour'd 


to defeat the honeſt and moſt equitable De- 
mands and Expectations of the People, your 
whole Eſtate would not ſecure your Election; 


your very Life would be in Danger in an 


our Streets; People of all Parties, Ranks, an 


Degrees, would tell you to your Face, that 
they don t covet your Money, — that they don't 
regard your Favour, — nor at all fear your Diſ- 


pleaſure. In which Number you vill aſſured- 


ly find your humble Servant to be one: 
Ju 23. 1756. 


An Engliſhman. 


Ni 


POSTSCRIPT. 


Rs 133 LETTER was finiſp- 
ed, and a great Part of it printed off, I have 
beard the moſt forts News that Port-Mahon 
7s gone I Oh borrible! I immediately catch s 
up my Pen, with a Defign to make ſome further 
Remarks, and to raiſe the juſt Reſentment and In- 
dignation of my Fellow Britons againſt our Na- 
val Officer, by whoſe Means alone this moſt i mpor- 
tant Place hath been loft. But, Sir, the Subject 
2s of too moving a Nature. I cannot do it. I 
am not able. My Spirits fink: My Hand trem- 
bles. My Heart rr My Tears bedew my Pa- 
per. My Soul is pierced through, for the Honour 
of my Sovereign and the Se of my Country. 


Ob ! England ! oh ! England — Thy De- 
fruction is of Thy-ſelf; and I fear the Time of 
thy Diſſolution 2 nigh ; — unleſs prevented 
by @ ſpeedy Repentance, and a thorough Reforma- 
tion in thy Moral Canduct. A very wiſe and 
powerful King, who reign'd upon Earth Two or 
Three Thouſand Years 94 tells us, from his own 
Knowledge and Experience, that it is Righteouſ- 
rſs and Virtue alone that exalteth a Nation; and 
F that 
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ther; Si in and WWickedneſs (that is, a general and 
' prevailing Spirit of Venahty and Corruption, with 
its natural Attendants Treachery and Cowardice), 
will terminate in the Ruin of any People. 


_ Oh! * ll Pgſterity ffand amaꝝ d and con- 
funded, when cur Annals ſhell tell them, That in 
the Year 1756, and in the Reign of G HOUR GN 
the Second, one of the beſt ond braveſt Princes 
that ever 2 on the Britiſh Throne, the Important 
and of MINORCA, after having been 
near Fifty Years in the Hands of the Englith, 
was given up to the French, by the united Trea- 
chery and Cowardice of our Adm Wh our Sca- 
_— and a few Land-Ojjicers . 


T call it united Comardlice, becauſe that our Ad- 
miral paſitively affirms, That in the Council of War 
rot the leaſt Doubt or Diſpute aroſe ; they all, e- 
very fingle Soul, that is, the Admirals, the Sea- 
Captains, and ihe bold Lund: Officers, they all a- 
greed and reſolved to abandon Minorca ; which 
they.<vere ſent out on Purpoſe to relieve : They re- 
folved as much as in them lay, that our Garriſon 
a Mahone ſhould be cut in pieces: They all a- 
greed and refokved io ſæcriſice the Honour of their 
Sovereign, the Safety of their Country, and to in- 
tail upon our Name and Nation an eternal Brand 
of Infamy and Diſgrace. This is what they all 
reſolved to do; and this Reſolution was abſelntely 
unanimous; for the Admiral affirms, that in this 
5 1 on not * leaſt Doubt or — mw 
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E plainly appears they were all equally and alike 
guilty; and, by a Parity of Reaſen, they ought 
all to receive equally and alice the fame Degree of - 
Puniſhment. It is unqueſtionably ſuch an Act of 
Cowardice as no Age, 10 TR Tan, e cant of atm 
fence the Creation of the Warld, 


Now, O thou Eternal Grd! Thou Mater of 
Heaven and 7 lok down -with Pity on theſe 
thy once favour'd i/izs of England, Scotland, and 
Ireland: O Lord fave us! O Lord ſpare us, and 
deſtroy us not ! Pour down upon the Inhabitants 
of theſe Lands a Spirit of Uprightneſs and Inte- 
grity, a Firmneſs of Mind, and a noble Fortitude 
of Soul; and grant that they may all reſolve and 
determine that they will purſue with their united 
Vengeance that Man, that Minter, or that Bo- 
dy of Men, that ſhall dare attempt to ſcreen the 
least of thoſe Criminals from the Juſtice and Pu- 


_ miſhment our 3 may aſji gn them. 


T can go no farther, nor ſay - r Ns: My 
Spirits won't bear it. 


Oh where ! Oh ! where is the One Hundred and 
Fifily Thouſand Barrels of Powder |! 


Nou attend, O ye Heavens! and give ear, O 
ye Earth! and grant that ſome kind and profit F1CUS 
Hand may lead me to the lighted Masch I u 
kindle the fiery Train; and the Britiſh Name and © 
Nation ſhall be no more. Liſten and attend, 0 
ve Cherupems, ye Strapbims, "and all ye Ni el | 
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585 f the ena Werld: ak dem with 
Pity : View the awful, the final; and moſt tre- 


- mendous Exit of the Britiſh World !--- A Race 


of Mortals, in themſehves, the niqſ lulu and brave 


- that euer trud the Terreſirial Globe. View them, 


be ſay, 1 Love and Reverence, in their enpi- 
ring Groans, in their lateſt Agonies and Convul- 
font of Nature; _— them EN out, 
wth one united Voice, the hos. a Sound, 


© Oh! BRITANNIA ! poor Burrannat 


BxITANNLA rule the Waves - — - NO more ! 


